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MISSOULA-Thomas A. Stockburger, Billings, president of the Associated Students of the
University of Montana in Missoula, issued a plea Friday to the leadership of the State
House of Representatives and Senate for adequate legislative funding for the Montana
University System.
Stockburger made his plea in an effort to persuade the State Legislature to take a
stand against projected increases in student tuition and fees.
"From all indications, the projected increases will become reality if HB 271 is not
increased to at least the Governor's

recommended budget," Stockburger said.

"Students have been the most politically convenient source of increased revenue for
higher education, and it looks as though this legislature is going to force the Board of
Regents into utilizing increases in tuition as the most politically convenient source of
revenue to maintain quality higher education," the student leader said.
"Fresh from an 11 percent increase in tuition and fees last January, students have
been victimized as the 'easy out' for meeting the increased costs of education, while the
percentage of the General Fund support for the University System has decreased by over
10 percent in the past four years," Stockburger said.
He said the increased tuition and fees would, in effect, limit access and opportunity
to higher education by all state citizens and this "clearly violates our State Constitution,
which provides for 'equal opportunity of education for all citizens of the state.'"
Stockburger warned that if the State Legislature is not careful, the Board of Regents,
in dictating higher tuition, will at the same time price higher education out of the reach
of many citizens.
"If adequate funding is not provided for the citizens by the State Legislature, not
only are students going to suffer in the deterioration of the quality and diversity of
education, but the students also will have limited opportunity and accessibility to
education because of increased costs." Stockburger concluded.

